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NUMBER 
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nATC 

DATE 


DATCMTCC 


226,082 


03/1880 


Lemman 


265,302 


10/1882 


Brigham 


286,350 


10/1883 


Diffrient 
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07/1885 


Moore 


614,235 
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1,120,686 
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1,228,771 


06/1917 
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1,233,314 
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1,407,174 


02/1922 


Simpson 


1,698,068 


04/1924 
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1,711,670 


03/1927 


Brennan 


1,879,724 


09/1932 


Wolpert 


1,933,372 


10/1933 


Fisher 


2,056,965 


10/1936 


Herold 


2,233,986 


03/1941 


Leech 


2,260,352 


10/1941 


Trapani 


2,374,801 


05/1945 


Bolick, Sr. 


2,447,601 


08/1948 


Sengpiel 


2,456,797 


12/1948 


Sheldrick 


2,527,635 


10/1950 


Hoffman, III 


2,590,995 


04/1952 


Merrill 


2,771,122 


11/1956 


Straub 


2,782,838 


02/1957 


Gruber 


D1 80,660 


07/1957 


Johnson 


2,815,798 


12/1957 


Lohans ! 


2,838,095 


06/1958 


Deaton ! 


2,845,997 


08/1958 


Waite 


2,858,572 


11/1958 


Burdick 


2,859,799 


11/1958 


Moore I 


2,859,801 


11/1958 


Moore 


2,894,562 


07/1959 


Peller | 


2,962,764 


12/1960 


Trojanowski et al. 
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UUuUlVlbN 1 
KJI IMRFD 

Number-Kind Code (if known) 


HATP 
UAI C 


DATPMTPP 


3,009,578 


11/1961 


Foote et al. 


3,014.226 


12/1961 


Wilfert 


3,015,148 


01/1962 


Haddad 


3,041,109 


06/1962 


Eames et al. 


3,061,374 


10/1962 


Grosfillex 


3,072.436 


01/1963 


Moore 


3,107,991 


10/1963 


Taussig 


3.112,987 


12/1963 


Griffiths et al. 


3.115,678 


12/1963 


Keen et al. 


3,124,092 


03/1964 


Raynes 


3,124,328 


03/1964 


Kortsch 


3,165,359 


01/1965 


Ashkouti 


3,208,085 


09/1965 


Grimshaw 


3,214,314 


10/1965 


Rowbottam 


3,248,147 


04/1966 


Testa 


3,273,877 


09/1966 


Geller et al. 


3,298,743 


01/1967 


Albinson et al. 


3,301,931 


01/1967 


Morin 


3,314,721 


04/1967 


Smith 


3,333,811 


08/1967 


Matthews 


3.337,267 


08/1967 


Rogers, Jr. 


3,399,926 


09/1968 


Hehn 


3,431,022 


03/1969 


Poppe et al. 


3,434,181 


03/1969 


Benzies 


3,436,048 


04/1969 


Greer 


3,498,688 


03/1970 


Mott et al. 


3,534,129 


10/1970 


Bartel 


3,544,163 


12/1970 


Krein 


3.589,967 


06/1971 


Shirakawa 


3,601,446 


08/1971 


Persson 


3,624,814 


11/1971 


Borichevsky 


3,640,576 


02/1972 


Morrison et al. 


D224.190 


07/1972 


Strassle 


3,743,352 


07/1973 


Kallender 


3,758,356 


09/1973 


Hardy 


3,807,147 


04/1974 


Schooen et al. 


3,817,806 


06/1974 


Anderson et al. 


3,843,477 


10/1974 


Rowland 


3,844,612 


10/1974 


Borggren et al. 


3,864,265 


02/1975 


Markley 


3,902,536 


09/1975 


Schmidt 


3,915,775 


10/1975 


Davis 


3,932,252 


01/1976 


Woods 


3,947,068 


03/1976 


Buhk 


3,961,001 


06/1976 


Bethe 


3,965,944 


06/1976 


Goff, Jr. et al. 


3,999,802 


12/1976 


Powers 


4,008,029 


02/1977 


Shokite 


4,010,980 


03/1977 


Dubinsky 


4,013,257 


03/1977 


Paquette 



3 



DOCUMENT 

Ml IMRPR 
IN U IVI DCr\ 

Number-Kind Code (if known) 


rjATP 


PATFNTFF 


4,018,479 


04/1977 


Ball 


4,019,776 


04/1977 


Takamatsu 


4,036,524 


07/1977 


Takamatsu 


4,046,611 


09/1977 


Sanson 


4,047,756 


09/1977 


Ney 


4,062,590 


12/1977 


Polsky et al. 


4,067,249 


01/1978 


Deucher 


4,087,224 


05/1978 


Moser i 


4,107,371 


08/1978 


Dean 


4,108,416 


08/1978 


Nagase et al. 


4,113,627 


09/1978 


Leason 


4,116,736 


09/1978 


Sanson et al. 


4,125,490 


11/1978 


Hettinga 


4,149,919 


04/1979 


Lea et al. 


4,152,023 


05/1979 


Buhk 


4,161,504 


07/1979 


Baldini 


4,174,245 


11/1979 


Martineau 


4,189,880 


02/1980 


Ballin 


4,234,226 


11/1980 


Colby 


4,299,645 


11/1981 


Newsom 


4,302,048 


11/1981 


Yount 


4,314,728 


02/1982 


Faiks 


4,336,220 


06/1982 


Takahashi 


4,339,488 


07/1982 


Brokmann 


4,364,887 


12/1982 


Becht et al. 


4,373,692 


02/1983 


Knoblauch et al. 


4,375,301 


03/1983 


Pergler et al. 


4,380,352 


04/1983 


Diffrient 


4,390,206 


06/1983 


Faiks et al. 


4.411,469 


10/1983 


Drabert et al. 


4,429,917 


02/1984 


Diffrient 


4,438,898 


03/1984 


Knoblauch et al. 


4,465,534 


08/1984 


Zelkowitz 


4,469,738 


09/1984 


Himerlich Jr. 


4,469,739 


09/1984 


Gretzinger et al. 


4,494.795 


01/1985 


Rossien et al. 


4,502,729 


03/1985 


Locher 


4.518.202 


05/1985 


Bitsch 


4,522.444 


06/1985 


Pollock 


4.529.247 


07/1985 


Stumpf et al. 


4,545,614 


10/1985 


Abu-lsa et al. 


4,548,441 


10/1985 


Ogg 


4,565,406 


01/1986 


Suzuki 


4,568,455 


02/1986 


Huber et al. 


4,575,150 


03/1986 


Smith 


4,592.126 


06/1986 


Bottemiller 


4,595,237 


06/1986 


Nelsen 


4,601,516 


07/1986 


Klein i 


4,611,851 


09/1986 


Noyes et al. 


D286.350 


10/1986 


Diffrient 
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UUUUlVlbN 1 

lH %J IVI DCf\ 

Number-Kind Code (if known) 


rjATP 


P&TPNTFF 


4,629,249 


12/1986 


Yamaguchi 


4,629,525 


12/1986 


Rasmussen 


4,634,178 


01/1987 


Carney 


4,638,679 


01/1987 


Tannenlaufer 


4,640,547 


02/1987 


Fromme 


4,653,806 


03/1987 


Willi 


4,666,121 


05/1987 


Choong etal. 


4,668,012 


05/1987 


Locher 


4,670,072 


06/1987 


Pastor et al. 


4,709,443 


12/1987 


Bigley 


4,709,962 


12/1987 


Steinmann 


4,718,724 


01/1988 


Quinton et al. 


4,720,142 


01/1988 


Holdredge 


D294.434 


03/1988 


Zakharov 


4,743,323 


05/1988 


Hettinga 


4,761,033 


08/1988 


Lanuzzi 


4,763,950 


08/1988 


Tobler 


4,776,633 


10/1988 


Knoblock et al. 


4,779,925 


10/1988 


Heinzel 


4,793,197 


12/1988 


Petrovsky 


4,796,950 


01/1989 


Mrotz, II! et aL 


4,796,955 


01/1989 


Williams 


4,803,118 


02/1989 


Sogi et al. 


4,815,499 


03/1989 


Johnson 


4,815,789 


03/1989 


Marcus 


4,819,458 


04/1989 


Kavesh et al. 


4,826,249 


05/1989 


Bradbury 


4,829,644 


05/1989 


Kondo et al. 


4,830,697 


05/1989 


Aizawa 


4,831,697 


05/1989 


Urai 


4,842,257 


06/1989 


Abu-lsa et al. 


4,846,230 


07/1989 


Mock et al. 


4,852,228 


08/1989 


Zeilinger 


4,860,415 


08/1989 


Witzke 


4,861,106 


08/1989 


Sondergeld 


4,869,554 


09/1989 


Abu-lsa et al. 


4,885,827 


12/1989 


Williams 


4,889,384 


12/1989 


Sulzer 


4,889,385 


12/1989 


Chadwick 


4,892,354 


01/1990 


Estkowski et al. 


4,904,430 


02/1990 


Yamada 


4,906,045 


03/1990 


Hofman 


4,928,334 


05/1990 


Kita 


4,927,698 


05/1990 


Jaco et al. 


4,939,183 


07/1990 


Abu-lsa et al. 


4,942,006 


07/1990 


Loren 


4,943,115 


07/1990 


Stucki 


4,946,224 


08/1990 


Leib 


4,961,610 


10/1990 


Reeder et al. 


4,966,411 


10/1990 


Katagiri et al. 
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UUVsUlVlClM 1 

NUMRFR 

iii \j ivi uurv 

Number-Kind Code (If known) 


DATE 


PATENTEE 


4,968,366 


11/1990 


Hukki et al. 


4,979,778 


12/1990 


Shields 


4,981,326 


01/1991 


Heidmann 


4,986,948 


01/1991 


Komiya et al. 


4,988,145 


01/1991 


Engel 


5,000,515 


03/1991 


Deview 


5,009,827 


04/1991 


Abu-lsa et al. 


5,009,955 


04/1991 


Abu-lsa 


5,013,089 


05/1991 


Abu-lsa et al. 


5,015,034 


05/1991 


Kindig et al. 


5,029,940 


07/1991 


Golynsky et al. 


5,033,791 


07/1991 


Locher 


5,070,915 


12/1991 


Kalin 


5,071,189 


12/1991 


Kratz 


5,096,652 


03/1992 


Uchiyama et al. 


5,100,713 


03/1992 


Homma et al. 


5,106,678 


04/1992 


Abu-lsa 


5,107,720 


04/1992 


Hatfield 


5,114,211 


05/1992 


Desanta 


5,116,556 


05/1992 


Danton 


5,117,865 


06/1992 


Lee 


5,135,694 


08/1992 


Akahane et al. 


5,143,422 


09/1992 


Althofer 


5,153,049 


10/1992 


Groshens 


5,153,065 


10/1992 


Abu-lsa 


5,167,264 


12/1992 


Kalin 


5,176,860 


01/1993 


Storch 


5,178,815 


01/1993 


Yokote et al. 


5,224,758 


07/1993 


Takamatsu et al. 


5,234,187 


08/1993 


Teppo et al. 


5,238,294 


08/1993 


Ishi et al. 


5,256,291 


10/1993 


Cagle 


5,526,291 


10/-1993 


Cagle 


D342.404 


12/1993 


Homann 


5,288,136 


02/1994 


Webber et al. 


5,318,345 


06/1994 


Olson 


5,318,348 


06/1994 


Hess 


5,328,242 


07/1994 


Steffens 


5,333,368 


08/1994 


Kreiner et al. 


5,354,120 


10/1994 


Volke 


5,366,274 


11/1994 


Roericht et al. 


5,370,445 


12/1994 


Golynsky 


5,503,455 


04/1996 


Yang 


5,533,789 


07/1996 


McLarty, III etal. 


5,547,251 


08/1996 


Axelson 


5,596,888 


01/1997 


McLarty, III etal. 


5,651,847 


07/1997 


Loeffler 


5,662,383 


09/1997 


Hand 


5,765,804 


06/1998 


Stumpf et al. 


6,035,901 


03/2000 


Stumpf et al. 
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DOCUMENT 

Ml IMDCD 

Number-Kind Code (if known) 


rN ATP 

DATE 


□ ATCMTCC 

KAI bN 1 bb 


6,059,368 


05/2000 


Stumpf et at. 


6,125,521 


10/2000 


Stumpf et al. 


6,386,634 


05/2002 


Stumpf et al. 


6,540,950 


04/2003 


Coffield 


Foreign Patent Documents 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

Number-Kind Code (if known) 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CA653 100 


11/1962 


Canada 


CA 1 195 227 


10/1985 


Canada 


CA 1 235 055 


04/1988 


Canada 


CA 1 242 965 


10/1988 


Canada 


CN 79201549 


11/1988 


China 


CN 80211449 


11/1991 


China 


CN 81210414 


03/1993 


China 


CN 81215470 


03/1993 


China 


EP 0 022 933 A1 


01/1981 


Europe 


EP 0 032 839 B1 


07/1981 


Europe 


EP 0 063 860 A2 


11/1982 


Europe 


EP 0 069 410 B1 


01/1983 


Europe 


EP 0 105 955 A1 


04/1984 


Europe 


EP0 126 839 A1 


12/1984 


Europe 


EP0210710 A2 


04/1987 


Europe 


EP0 242 140 B1 


10/1987 


Europe 


EP 0 250 207 B1 


12/1987 


Europe 


EP 0 483 806 B1 


05/1992 


Europe 


EP 0 488 278 A1 


06/1992 


Europe 


EP 0 517 615 A1 


06/1992 


Europe 


EP 0 549 026 A1 


06/1993 


Europe 


EP 0 559 185 A1 


09/1993 


Europe 


FR820 791 


11/1937 


France 


DE 27 33 322 A1 


02/1979 


Germany 


DE 28 36 216 C2 


02/1980 


Germany 


DE 29 40 250 C2 


04/1980 


Germany 


G 82 17 774.0 U1 


11/1982 


Germany 


DE 33 34 424 A1 


04/1985 


Germany 


DE 35 37 203 C2 


04/1986 


Germany 


DE 35 30 868 A1 


03/1987 


Germany 


DE36 17 539C1 


07/1987 


Germany 


DE 36 35 044 C2 


04/1988 


Germany 


DE 36 35 243 A1 


04/1988 


Germany 


DE38 05 771 A1 


09/1988 


Germany 


DE38 17 761 A1 


11/1989 


Germany 


DE38 34 614A1 


04/1990 


Germany 


DE 38 37 727 A1 


05/1990 


Germany 


G 90 04 951 .9 U1 


08/1990 


Germany 


DE 39 16 474 C2 


11/1990 


Germany 


DE40 41 157 A1 


07/1991 


Germany 


DE 40 20 868 C1 


02/1992 


Germany 
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r*\/"\/^| ■ ■ a CHIT 

DOCUMENT 

Ml IMRPD 
INUIVI DtK 

Number-Kind Code (if known) 




PHI IKITDY 


DE 40 38 059 A1 


06/1992 


Germany 


DE 41 00 641 A1 


07/1992 


Germany 


DE41 14 101 A1 


11/1992 


Germany 


DE 42 20 332 A1 


01/1993 


Germany 


DE 43 06 546 A1 


09/1993 


Germany 


DE 42 19 599 A1 


12/1993 


Germany 


GB 336 120 


10/1929 


United Kingdom 


GB 1 222 908 


02/1971 


Great Britain 


GB 2 031 057 A 


04/1980 


Great Britain 


IT 7056-B/90 


10/1990 


Italy 


IT 7057-B/90 


10/1990 


Italy 


IT 221219 


02/1994 


Italy 


JP 57-89944 A 


06/1982 


Japan i 


SU 1065262 A 


01/1984 


Soviet Union 


CH 663713 A5 - 


01/1988 


Switzerland 


WO 89/06101 A1 


07/1989 


WIPO | 


WO 92/20262 A1 


11/1992 


WIPO 


WO 02/24032 A1 


03/2002 


WIPO ! 


Other Art Documents 



OTHER ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 

(Include name of author, title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, 
symposium, catalog, etc.), date page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 



"Helena", (Article, Date Unknown), 7 pages. 

"Leno-Weaving- In General", Grob+Co, Ltd., (Date Unknown), 4 pages. 

"Diva-Ringtausch-Aktion", Pamphlet from Konig & Neurath, Germany, (Date Unknown), 7 pages. 

"Collezione", Donati Brochure, (Date Unknown), 44 pages. 

"Meccanismi", Donati Brochure, (Date Unknown), 20 pages. 

"Synchro-TILT 5000 Series", Northfield Metal Products Brochure, (Date Unknown), 4 pages. 

"T3001 SERIES", Northfield Metal Products Brochure, (Date Unknown), 11 pages. 

"The Helena Chair, Niels Diffrient for Sunar", Sunar Brochure, (Date Unknown), 12 pages. 

Interiors, December 1978, p. 48, 1 page. 

Interiors, August 1981, p. 21, 1 page. 

Industrial Design, June 1983, p. 23, 1 page. 

"Helena Neocon 87", Sunar Hauserman Brochure, (believed to be dated 1987), 18 pages. 

"As Easy as Sitting Down", Yee, Roger, Contract Design, December 1990, 1 page. 

"Produzione 92", Donati Brochure, May 1992, 8 pages. 

"Taiwan Furniture", Taiwan's Professional Furniture Industry Magazine, dated July 1992, 2 pages. 
International Search Report in International Application No. PCT/US93/05731, dated October 7, 1993, 7 

pages. 

Opposition against EP 0 645 976 (Herman Miller, Inc.) by Interstuhl Buromdbel GmbH & Co. KG, dated 
May 31, 2000, 8 pages. 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g),(h), this Information Disclosure Statement 
is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made and is not to be 
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construed to be an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

Pursuant to the undersigned attorney's obligation and duties under 37 C.F.R. §§ 
1.56 and 1.98(a)(3) and (c), partial translations and/or English language abstracts 
corresponding to foreign patent documents CN 79201549, CN 8021 1449, 
CN 81210414, CN 81215470, EP 0 022 933, EP 0 069 410, EP 0 105 955, 
EP 0 488 278, EP 0 517 615 , EP 0 549 026, EP 0 559 185, DE 27 33 322, 
DE 28 36 216, DE 29 40 250, DE 33 34 424, DE 35 37 203, DE 35 30 868, DE 
36 17 539, DE 36 35 044, DE 36 35 243, DE 38 05 771 , DE 38 17 761 , DE 38 34 614, 
DE 38 37 727, DE 39 16 474, DE 40 41 157, DE 40 20 868, DE 40 38 059, 
DE 41 00 641 , DE 41 14 101 , DE 42 20 332, DE 43 06 546, DE 42 19 599, 
JP 57-89944, SU 1065262, CH 663713 and WO 92/20262, which are not in English, are 
included for the express purpose of providing a concise explanation of the references to 
the Patent and Trademark Office with the opportunity to evaluate the same. Applicants 
further note for the Examiner's attention that G 82 17 774.0 and G 90 04 951.9, which 
are not in English, appear to be related to EP 0 069 410 and EP 0 455 187 respectively, 
for which English language abstracts are provided. 

In addition, based solely upon a review of the drawing figures by the undersigned 
attorney with opportunity for the Examiner to evaluate the same, Applicants direct the 
Examiner's attention to (1 ) Figures 1-9 of French reference 820,791 , which appear to 
disclose various tiltable chair embodiments, (2) Figures 1-4 of Italian reference 221219, 
which appear to disclose various tilt assemblies for a chair, (3) Figures 1-3 of Italian 
reference 7056-B/90, which appear to disclose a chair control mechanism, and (4) 
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Figures 1-3 of Italian reference 7057-B/90, which appear to disclose a chair control 
mechanism. 

It is believed that none of these references, alone or in proper combination, 
disclose or suggest the invention claimed by the Applicants. Moreover, submission of 
these references is not an admission by Applicants that any of these references 
constitutes prior art or is material to the claimed subject matter, and Applicants reserve 
the right to disqualify any reference by an earlier date of invention, if appropriate. 
Nevertheless, it is Applicants' desire to have these references available in the record for 
both the Examiner and the public to see. Applicants therefore request that the 
Examiner review the entire disclosure of each reference and make all references of 
record. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the receipt of the first 
Official Action reflecting an examination on the merits and hence is believed to be timely 
filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b). No fees are believed to be due in 
connection with filing of this Information Disclosure Statement, however, should any 
fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 to 1 .21 be deemed necessary for any reason relating to 
these material, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to deduct said fees from Brinks 
Hofer Gilson & Liorae Deposit Account No. 23-1925. A duplicate copy of this document 
is enclosed. 

This application is a continuation application of U.S. Serial No. 10/256, 671, filed 
September 27, 2002 which is a continuation application of U.S. Serial No. 09/859, 694, 
filed May 17, 2001, which is a continuation application of U.S. Serial No. 08/347, 475, 
which is the National Stage of International Application No. PCT/US93/05731, filed 
June 15, 1993, which is a continuation-in-part application of U.S. Serial No. 07/898, 907, 
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filed June 15, 1992, all of which are relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 
U.S.C. § 1 20. Accordingly, although Applicants are not obligated to provide copies of 
references cited in these cases pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 .98(d), Applicants have provided 
a courtesy copy of the non-U.S. patent references to facilitate the Examiner's review. 

Applicant(s) respectfully request that the listed documents be made of record in 
the present case. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Andrew DTSwV&tt^/ 
Registration No. 38,629 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, IL 60610 
(312)321-4200 
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